
The vast majority of California’s K-12 students are of color and low-income—yet these students face numerous 
barriers to attaining bachelor’s degrees and form a minority of graduates from our public universities. College 
Futures believes that ensuring their college success is vital to their families, their prospects for a better life, and  
the health of our state. College Futures works in partnership with organizations and leaders across California so  
that the vision of a seamless, student-centered educational path to opportunity becomes a reality.

College Futures Foundation stands for equity of 
opportunity and outcome for California’s diverse students. 

COLLEGE FUTURES WORKS TO:

Support educational leaders to 
collaborate across systems and align 
student pathways from high school 
through college graduation

Build toward a sustainable higher 
education finance system that 
supports equitable student access 
and success

Scale effective practices  
within and across institutions that 
help students make equitable 
progress toward bachelor’s degrees

L E A R N  M O R E  AT  C O L L E G E F U T U R E S . O R G @ C O L L E G E F U T U R E S



FAST FACTS

60% of California K-12 students are from population groups that historically have faced the greatest 
barriers to college success in California—low-income students and students of color.

Low-income students and students of color 
account for about half of high school graduates, 
but only about a quarter of total bachelor’s 
degree graduates.

Between 2005 and 2015, nearly 1 million California 
residents who applied for freshman or transfer 
admission to the California State University and  
the University of California were turned away.

California faces a shortfall of over 1.1 million bachelor’s 
degrees by 2030. The only way to address that shortfall is 
to ensure equitable access and college success for low-
income students and students of color, especially in the 
three regions where the majority of students reside: Los 
Angeles, the Inland Empire, and the San Joaquin Valley.

With a bachelor’s degree, one can expect to earn nearly 
$1 million more over a lifetime than someone with only 
a high school diploma—and that wage gap is widening.

Regional  
Focus

Monica Lozano, President and CEO of College Futures Foundation, works 
in partnership with organizations and leaders around the state to ensure 
education pathways are aligned seamlessly for college attainment. She is 
committed to the vision that California’s low-income students and students 
of color should have equitable access to bachelor’s degrees and a better life.

Follow Monica on Twitter: @MonicaCLozano


